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The adult Sunday School class for seniors is a group effort, according to teacher Herb Ragland. Many mem-
bers are involved in serving each other and sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with the lost, in addition to 
studying the Bible in class. He stressed he may be considered the teacher, but there are others who regularly 
teach. In addition there are many in the class involved in ministering to each other, other members of Trini-
ty Baptist Church, and the community; all to further the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

He mentioned: Bill Long, who co-teaches the class along with himself; Larry Pugsley, who co-teaches along 
with Bill when Herb isn't present; Herb's wife, Sondra, his "right-hand person for interjecting things in 
class; (who helps notice important points that were missed)" and a number of members who are involved in 
visiting other class members who are "hospitalized, in a care facility, or homebound."  Sondra also teaches 
for the Bible Fellowship International.  
 

Other members of the class he mentioned include: Ken Daniel, who shares the gospel with Hancock County 
Jail inmates every Friday; Don Henley, who preaches in Dayton, Lima, and Michigan; Dena Ashcraft, who 
regularly telephones class members who have been absent for more than two weeks; Marie Trytko and Bob 
Nungester, who serve as greeters at church; Nelson and Jan Stoops who send flowers and gifts to members 
who are hospitalized or need other encouragement; Mel and Jane Hammond who have a truck stop minis-
try at North Baltimore; and Sondra and Joyce Cates, who take attendance.  
 

Herb said as a group effort "meals are provided for class members that are sick or in need of something. We 
don't put that on one person. That's shared." 
 

He added he and Bill Long are also involved in teaching a Bible study at the Heritage House assisted living 
care center every Friday.  
 

Herb said he became the Sunday School teacher about 12 years ago, when former Pastor Gene Millioni 
broke his adult class into two separate classes on Wednesday evenings. Herb taught some of the members 
out of the book of Revelation. Pastor Millioni wanted the class taught because of the great interest in the 
prophetic book. That led to Herb teaching in Sunday School. 
 

Herb has been involved in a number of other ministries at Trinity Baptist Church and in the community at 
large. For years, he has preached at churches that are without a pastor. About 12 years ago, he and Rick La-
sater started a men's prayer group at Trinity that meets every other Saturday. Ragland also preaches the 
City Mission Chapel every other Friday and serves on the board of trustees for the Mission.  
 

"I preached in several churches in Michigan between 2003 and 2007," Herb, who received a Masters of Di-
vinity Degree, which requires study in theology, Greek and Hebrew, from Winebrenner Theological Semi-
nary in 2007. He has also preached in churches in Findlay, Risingsun, Fostoria, and Zanesville, Ohio. He 
has been preaching quite a bit for a year for a church in Bowling Green that doesn't have a pastor.  
He also volunteers three to four times a week at the seminary to "give back for the things they have done for 
me.” 
The Bible says "faith without works is dead." The Senior Adult Sunday School class at Trinity Baptist is 
filled with members who demonstrate a living faith.   
 

Trinityfocus 



  How Many Can You Invite?    
 
 

Back to Church Sunday is September 21st.  

Summer is over and school is back in session.  

Therefore, it is time to get back into church!  We 

are looking for our people to invite others to 

church this month.  This will go hand in hand 

with this month’s challenge of witnessing and 

inviting people to church.  There is no reason 

not to get involved.  As a matter of fact, our GO 

Time will be September 8th at 6:30 pm, and we 

will have door hangers to pass out in the area 

advertising for this event.  We need your help in 

getting all of our door hangers passed out. It’s a 

great way for the entire family to get involved 

inviting our neighbors, friends, and community 

to our church.  

Life is busy, we know this, but if you keep 

making excuses for not getting involved then 

you never will.  Don’t let an opportunity to serve 

the Lord pass you by!  So will you take the 

challenge? Will you pass out at least 10 invite 

cards a week this month? Would you be willing 

to come to GO Time and pass out door hangers, 

too?  You know how many people who are not 

invited will come, right? NONE!  So take the 

opportunity God gives you whether at school, 

work or shopping; and invite people to church!  
 

~Pastor Spann  

Building Excitement 
Maintaining Momentum 

 

Nothing builds more excitement than 
seeing someone come to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.  This event is so 
amazing that the Bible tells us in Luke 15:7, 
“I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance.” 
A soul getting saved impacts eternity, it 
impacts Heaven, it impacts the church, it 
sparks revival, it literally causes MORE joy 
in Heaven. The one thing we will not be 
able to do in Heaven is evangelize.  
The question that begs to be asked then is 
simply do we WANT to evangelize? At our 
STORM event in the teen department we 
recently saw nineteen teenagers accept 
Jesus Christ as their personal savior. This 
was such an exciting night that it motivated 
multiple teens to be at GO night the 
following night, as well as provided 
excitement in asking friends, relatives and 
peers to come to church.  
The Bible says in Proverbs 11:4 “ he that 
winneth souls is wise…” Do we have a 
desire to see souls saved? Are we 
motivated? Do we feel as if ministry or the 
involvement of ministry is tedious, boring, 
time consuming, un-eventful? If so, when 
was the last time we took the opportunity 
to witness and lead someone to Christ? If 
you want excitement, take the opportunity 
for Christ!  
In just a few short weeks, it will be back to 

Church Sunday. What better opportunity to 

maintain the momentum from events such 

as STORM and revival. Are we ready to be 

excited about what God has in store for us? 

Lord bless.      

~Chris Bowles 


